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instruction was given me by Miss Archer, a friend of hers. She
was a lively, pleasant person and 1 enjoyed my lessons. Her
educational abilities were remarkable, and the school she later
set up in Berlin was said to be very successful. After her came
Miss Byng, like herself a charming Englishwoman, who sub-
sequently acted as governess to my sisters.

My English teachers were constantly changing, but up to the
time of my removal to Casselmy French teacher, Mile. Darcourt,
remained unchanged. She was a delightful elderly Frenchwoman,
who came to us from Lord Seymour. In 1875 she married
Hinzpeter. She did not, however, accompany her husband
to Cassel, and only joined him permanently after I had passed
my " AbiturientenJ* (school leaving) examination. They then
settled in Bielefeld, where I often visited them.

Captain von Schrotter, my military governor, unfortunately
was only with me for a year. In 1867 he was replaced by
First Lieutenant O'Danne, of the Instructors Battalion, who
had an impressive appearance and sang agreeably, but lacked
character. When my father took him to France during the
war he was bitterly disappointed in him.

My physical training proceeded step "by step with my mental
education. My actual constitution was sound ; I could stand
mental effort and bodily exertion at least as well as, and in
some respects better than, my companions. Unfortunately,
however, I was abnormally prone to catch any infectious
disease that was about, and suffered from it in an uncommonly
acute form. If anyone near me had a trifling cold I invariably
caught it, and that in a feverish form which meant at least a
week's complete incapacity for work. I had therefore to try
to protect myself as far as possible from infection,

One definite disability I did suffer from. At birth my left
arm had received an injury, unnoticed at the time, which proved
permanent and impeded its free movement. Medical science
had not then at Its disposal the orthopaedic methods which
to-day would have overcome such a condition. I was subjected